
Aurelius Town Board Regular Meeting unapproved minutes 

03/11/2021   

NOTICE: Pursuant to an Executive Order 202.1 issued by Governor Cuomo this meeting is being 

held remotely via ZOOM.  The published meeting notice advised residents or interested parties 

to contact the office for the Zoom link or phone number so they may to listen.  Minutes will be 

verbatim. 

PARTICIPANTS: SUPERVISOR EDWARD IDE, DEPUTY SUPERVISOR ALEX PATTERSON, COUNCILORS CUNNINGHAM, 
RUZICKA, AND WALCZYK 
 
STAFF:  CLERK PINCKNEY, ASSESSOR JEFF LOWE 
REMOTE:  BOOKKEEPER MARTHA RUSSELL 
 

1. Pledge to the Flag – Supervisor Ide opened the meeting at 7:00pm with the pledge to the flag. 
 
Supervisor Ide said for humanitarian reasons would you like to go first? 
 
Assessor Lowe provided the 2021 Preliminary Report for 2021 Pre-Decisional Collaboration.  
(equalization rate computation) Expect the rate to be at 81%. 
 

 Equalization information, 2021 Eq Rate will be 81 

 NYS established time adjustments for the last three years 

 Discussed list of residential sales since 7/1/2017 

Also included a list of sales – sorted by sale date.  When we do the re-assessment a lot of these 
sales will be used as a comparable.   When I say in my reports, that I am reviewing sales. 
 
The next group of papers are trends that are created by NYS Real Property.  Aurelius is at 2%.  
Any homes purchased within these trend years means the assessor must use them to stay at 
100%.  A is residential, B is commercial and C is farm.  A-wf (waterfront) This was used but you 
need 25 sales to use, so they stay away from it.  
 
Jeff will go through the land table as he begins the re-val.  When you do the land, you build the 
land table and those trends will have to be used.   
 
Next February 2022 I will be sending out the re assessment notices. The next time I come in 
maybe the August meeting, the way the cycles work it ends in June so I will begin to create the 
land tables. 
 
That’s it?  Alright.  If anyone wants me to stop into a meeting.  I plan on coming in in May and 
June, depending on who shows up for grievance. 
 
Supervisor Ide – Ok.  Thanks for that.  Alright, lets go back to the agenda.  Minutes?  Clerk – I 
tabled them as we are close, they are verbatim.  



 
2. Approval of Minutes – TABLED 

 
 

3. Correspondence 
 

• February 10, 2021 – NYSEG notification they will be replacing the natural gas main near 
the 1241 W Genesee St Rd property.  Alex asked, Harold says over and under got the 
contract 

• February 18, 2021 – Sanitary Survey Inspection of the Town water supply (done October 
30, 2020) “During our inspection, the water system serving the Town of Aurelius 
appears to be in compliance with Part 5-1 of the NYS Sanitary Code.  We would like to 
applaud all of the work that your operator does on a routine basis.” 

• February 23, 2021 Town of Tyre proposed Zoning Law Amendments – Intent to be Lead 
Agent. 

• February 26, 2021 NECG Fingerlakes LLC settlement disposition.  Cayuga County Real 
Property Services will be calculating the refunds. 

• March, 2021 - Eastern Gas Transmission and Storage has acquired Dominion Energy’s 
Gas Transmission and Storage Business in the eastern region.   

• Email from Seth Jensen with the spread sheet of the City wholesale sewer rate effective 
3/1/2020.  $2.01 ccf to $2.85 ccf.  (ccf is 100 cubic feet) 

• Mercy Flight Thank you letter for the $300.00 contribution. 

• GCVS-1 Verified Statement of Raffle Ticket Operations – Cayuga Fire Department (Win a 
Ton) 
 

4. Committee reports 
 

a. Codes – Howard Tanner see written report 
 

b. Planning – Jerry Scouten – no report  
 

c. Highway – Harold Walter  

• Martins will start the first week in April to replace the doors at State Police 
barracks.  They were the insulated doors, we left it to find that out and go with 
it.  They are going to replace; they will start the first week in April. 

• No update on County contract to mow road sides.  He has another meeting two 
weeks from today. 

• Water tower – Koester has the parts waiting to schedule install on thee 29th, so 
we keep the tower full while we switch that out. 

• Elmhurst Generator – no updates, probably looking for Spring. 

• Did you get a chance to review the Octave meter specs and cost for possible 
replacement of County Water Authority - Experimental Rd hybrid meter?  Did 
anyone look at it, Paul was looking for the accuracy value, is that percent full 
scale or precent reading?  Harold, I do not know.  We have started testing the 
old meter and the ipearl, and it is almost the same, and he feels the ipearl is 
reading the low flow.  When we take out the old meter, we will use that reading 
for the 1st qtr. billing.   



 
Superintendent Walter:  Somewhere you are going to find there are going to be ions and some you’re 
going to find it’s not.  But in hind sight if you find there all on at least we are all on the same equipment 
like I explained to Debbie today we are all not spending time doing different readings with every reading 
and we can go to the next step but I don’t know what the next step is. 
 

• Working with the Clerk and Deputy to replace the District 1 meters.  Weather 
permitting, we will start March 16th.  Started scheduling today. 

• Replaced 2108 West Genesee St Rd, tested between the old and Ipearl.  5 

gallons tested, 4 at high flow 1 at low flow.  New meter tested right on, no 

discrepancy.  Will continue random testing as we replace meters.   

• Walczyk question, how about the new excavator?  April. 

Counselor Walczyk:  Question?  With the new excavator, when we getting it? 

Superintendent Walter:  April that’s when she said we will.   

Supervisor Ide:  Anything else?  Ok Bookkeeper 

 
d. Bookkeeper – Martha Russell 

 
Supervisor Ide:  Martha covers the underpayment, the repayment.  Any question or concerns about the 
bookkeeper’s report.  Ok we have all ready heard from Mr. Lowe.  There is nothing on the Rec 
commissions.  Ms. Pinckney 
 
 

• City of Auburn advised the Town that an error was made on our sewer bills. 
They forgot to increase their sewer rates back in March of 2020. Received 
invoices to account for this back billing which was calculated per usage. Money 
is available in their respective savings accounts to make the payments.  

• Payments due are: Sewer 1 = $5,859.42   Sewer 2= $ 125,499.21.  

• Savings account balances at 12/31/20 were: Sewer 1 $ 60,816, Sewer 2 
$414,981. 

• Had to go back and re-do year end to account for these 2020 liabilities. 
Still working on this. 

• Received NYS JCAP Grant monies, copier cost $382 less than originally 
anticipated. NYS JCAP has agreed to let us put the overage towards future 
monthly usage invoices from Usherwood.  I spoke with Usherwood and they are 
willing for the Town to pay them in advance and offset future monthly usage 
fees for the Court Copier from this amount. This is instead of sending the excess 
monies back to NYS. A $382 voucher is in the bills for this purpose. 

• Received 10 applications from Indeed.com for Bookkeeper to Supervisor 
position. After applications were received, I told them the time frame for hiring. 
3 of those filed applications with Civil Service.  This advertising with indeed was 
free. Next one will be charged a fee. We should advertise again, but closer to 
when we will start the interview process. (May/June) 
 



e. Assessor - Jeff Lowe – handled out of agenda order  

• Hours during months of February and March were spent administering 
Agricultural Exemption renewal forms.  Reminder notices were mailed to 
property owners who had not returned the Ag Renewals.  New Ag land leases 
have been collected and reminders were sent to property owners who needed 
to renew leases.  Other Exemptions were administered and added to properties.  
New building permits were entered in the software.  NY State equalization 
information was received and Level of Assessment form was sent to Cayuga 
County. 

f. Aurelius/Cayuga Rec – no report 
  

g. Clerk – Debbie Pinckney 
 

Clerk Pinckney: So. Umm.  The regular Town clerk report show the transactions then come to the 
adjustments and so the state cease passed now through ACH but if Martha doesn’t tell me and I post the 
penalties then I have to remove the penalties cause they really did pay it on time, I didn’t know it 
because I did not have it in my hands.   
 
Deputy Supervisor Patterson:  So, this is just for water and sewer? 
 
Clerk Pinckney: This is just water and sewer. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Patterson:   So, do they pay us differently for rent? 
 
Clerk Pinckney: I don’t really know how the rent comes I just know water and sewer. 
 
Bookkeeper Russell:  The rent comes ACH. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Patterson:  So, does that go into one account and you have to move it around 
Martha? 
 
Bookkeeper Russell:  Yes, all the payments from the state go into the general fund and then you have to 
disperse it from there. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Patterson:  Ok thank you for that. 
 
Clerk Pinckney:  And as always Gober ends up giving me their sewer usage and he calculates it so I 
always have to do the water charge and it usually ends up being a little less than what being calculated 
beyond 2 and the suage charge is more. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Patterson:  Have they been made aware of the increases? 
 
Clerk Pinckney: Yes, he changed his immediately when I talked to him.  They are book 1. This person 
paid by credit card and it goes into the credit card account and I kinda forgot about it and when I did the 



penalties, I was like oh she paid so I had to remove that penalty too because it was paid on time, so just 
request the resolution to pay those oh I am sorry and just approve these particular. 
 
Supervisor Ide: Anyone make a motion. 
 
Resolution #28-2021 to approve the water and sewer adjustments as presented. 
Counselor Walczyk: So, moved. 
 
Supervisor Ide: Second. 
 
Counselor Ruzicka: Second. 
 
Supervisor Ide: All in Favor.  Aye, Aye, Aye, Aye, Aye 
 
Supervisor Ide: Opposed, carried 
 
Clerk Pinkney: So as Harold told you there is an email from TCE that owns the property at Johnson 
mobile home park of the 2 trailers that had leaked and she is asking for forgiveness on the sewer side 
because it did not go into the sewer.  So, I have given you the calculations it was ___ gallons and it 
ended up being 213,000 gallons and she normally has 63,000 gallons at that time so I just gave her a 
credit of $1,007.11 and that would show up in next months adjustments.  I have not done that yet I am 
asking permission because she asked if we would do that for her. 
 
Supervisor Ide:  Do we know for sure that these leaks did not go into the sewer? 
 
Counselor Walczyk:   Do you know how they were detected? 
 
Clerk Pinckney:  They were underneath the trailers it was on the Clark St. side  
 
Supervisor Ide: So, they were just dumping on the ground.   
 
Counselor Walczyk:  Running right in Crane Brook.  They don’t know how long they have been leaking 
must have been leaking for a while with that kind of water. 
 
Clerk Pinckney:  She said she did not know. She said that both mobile homes were empty and that they 
said they had been winterized but that the had not winterized them probably so it was not until one of 
the neighbors said we see water and they did not see it till the snow started to melt.  Would you 
approve giving her that sewer credit.  She is going to pay for the water because the water got used so. 
 
Supervisor Ide: Do I have a motion? 
Resolution #29-2021 To approve the sewer credit to TCE Properties for $1007.11 
Counselor Ruzicka:  I make the motion. 
 
Supervisor Ide: Second. 
 
Counselor Cunningham:  Second. 
 
Supervisor Ide: All in Favor.  Aye, Aye, Aye, Aye, Aye 



 
Supervisor Ide: Opposed, so carried. 
 
Clerk Pinckney: Thank you. 

• Request approval of the February adjustments.   

• Johnson Mobile Home Park on Clark St Rd had 2 mobile homes with water 
breaks due to frozen pipes that were undetected until the snow had melted.   
Tracey Winters emailed me March 1, 2021.  Use was 213,539.04 gallons.  
Historically, the usage is approximately 63,000 gallons.  She has asked for a 
credit on the sewer charges.  Total sewer credit calculates to $1,007.11.   

• Total Town and County taxes collected thus far - $2,283,884.63 
 
Clerk Pinckney: We have collected $2,283,884 in taxes thus far and we are now into the 2% penalty 
phase and at the end of march I send everything to the county and they will start more penalties with 
them. 
 

• CCIDA requested to hold a meeting here at the Town March 16, 2021 from  
3:30 -5:00 social distancing and masks required.   

 
Clerk Pinckney: CCIDA has requested to hold a meeting here at the town office umm their board on 
March 16th from 3:30 to 5:00 and they will be social distancing and mask will be required, she feels there 
will be 8 people here.  I told her that we don’t have a big board room either.  She felt this would be a 
good place for them to meet.   
 
Deputy Supervisor Patterson:  Is this for their sewer line? 
 
Clerk Pinckney: Yes, I think so. 
 

• The Cayuga County Health Department reached out to the Towns and Villages 3 
weeks ago for assistance in creating a wait list for people that qualify to receive 
the COVID-19 vaccine within our municipalities.  I volunteered for the Town and 
the Village of Cayuga.  We are in week three of the program and I have been 
able to register 70 of our residents between Cayuga and Aurelius.  I have a wait 
list of 61 right now and hope to continue this service.  It does take time away 
from my regular job but it is important we reach our residents who do not have 
access to signing up for the vaccine through other avenues.  
 

Clerk Pinckney: And finally, 3 weeks ago the county health dept. reached out to the towns and villages 
and asked if there were any staff that would consider creating a wait list of there residents for the 
COVID 19 vaccine so I agreed to do it for the Town of Aurelius and for the Village of Cayuga.  I asked Ed 
and I talked to the mayor and it has taken up quite a bit of time, I mean I came in on Monday and there 
were 18 messages of people that wanted to get on the wait list.  But we are doing a really good service 
and the clinic is at the Finger Lakes Mall in the old Chappell’s building you have to go around the back 
side by the RV place and they go in there to receive the shot.  So, what happens is they got on the wait 
list, the county sends me an email that Aurelius has 10 slots and I go down the list and I call the people 
and I go right into the site and ask them the questions that need to be asked and then they get a ticket 
and they used that ticket and their Dr. excuse if it is required and their id and they take that on Fridays 
to the clinic. So, it has worked out well, I have 61 people on my list right now but I think I have taken 



care of 70 thus far.  So, we are doing good.  It is the Moderna and I don’t have to worry about the 
second shot the county takes care of that.  So right now, anyone 60 years and older it does not mater if 
they have health issues or not, they can be on the list and anyone between the ages of 19 and 59 are on 
the list if they qualify with certain health issues.  That’s all I got. 
 

5. Old Business 
 
Supervisor Ide: Moving on we have not heard anything new on the county water and sewer. 
 
 a.  CCWSA and Water District 1 - tabled 
 b.  State Police Barracks Locker Room Project – second draw is in the Abstract for approval 
 
Supervisor Ide:  State Police locker room project second draw is in the abstract for approval, which I 
assume means they are either done…. 
 
Clerk Pinckney: There is a punch list so I believe 5% has been kept back. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Patterson:  So, it is nearly done then. 
 
Clerk Pinckney: Yes 
 
 d.  River Road – no updates, at this time there are 10 lots that have given the necessary   
  paperwork to Attorney Eaton for purchase in May. 
 
Supervisor Ide: River Rd no updates, - there are 10 lots that have given the necessary paperwork.  Out of 
curiosity that’s 10 lots out of how many?  Clerk Pinckney: 62.  But 4 lots are owned by one person so it’s 
really 6 people 
 
 e.  Wholesale sewer metering project update #5 –  
  email March 9, 2021 forward to Board from Deputy Supervisor Alex Patterson 
 
Supervisor Ide: Did you Have anything on the wholesale meter project Alex 
 
Deputy Supervisor Patterson:  No 
 

f.   Montezuma – water and sewer  
 

6. New Business –  
a.  Request permission to hire B & L proposal for 15 hrs. support of the Joint Sewer and Water 
Asset Management Plan.  Budget not to exceed $2000.00.  Motion Patterson, Second Walczyk.  
5/0 approved. 
 

Supervisor Ide: We have a request to hire B&L for 15 hours to support the joint sewer and water asset 
management plan.  
 
Clerk Pinckney:  Budget to not to exceed $2,000 so this is the Emaint program. So, they will give us 15 
hours of zoom class which will be recorded so that we will have it should we forget.  I think this is 



necessary for us to get it going.  Harold’s old computer went out into the garage but its working slow so 
Harold’s I would not work on it. 
 
Superintendent Walter: Yeah, it’s working slow I have talked to extra mile and there is issues  
 
Clerk Pinckney: If everybody is ok with that we can ask for a motion. 
 
Supervisor Ide: Anyone like to make a motion. 
Resolution #30-2021 Motion to approve the B & L Support Contract not to exceed $2000.00 for 
assistance in training on the EMaint Assett Management Program. 
Deputy Supervisor Patterson: So moved 
 
Supervisor Ide: Second 
 
Counselor Walczyk:  Second 
 
Supervisor Ide: All in Favor.  Aye, Aye, Aye, Aye, Aye 
 
Supervisor Ide: Opposed, so carried.  We go on and sign bills 
 
Deputy Supervisor Patterson:  So, Ed there is nothing more on the Montezuma? 
 
Supervisor Ide: They are trying to get the district formed over there and that kind of stuff.  Matt has 
their engineer working on that with Montezuma explain to them that the town is looking for a $5,000 
retainer to cover all the expenses to do the evaluation.  Theoretically we should have lots of capacity but 
we don’t know the exact demand. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Patterson:  Exactly   
 
Supervisor Ide: I guess that about it 
 
Clerk Pinckney: Sewer and water for Montezuma. 
 
Supervisor Ide: Yes 
 
 
7.  Audited Vouchers - Approval of Abstract #31-2021   Resolution #31-2021 to approve Abstract 3-
2021 and sign the vouchers.  Motion Walczyk, Second Ruzicka.  5/0 approved.   
 
Clerk Pinckney: I did something new for you a list with all the vouchers just to have look at them. 
 
Counselor Walczyk:  It’s a lot easier to look at them  
Clerk Pinckney: But you still have to sign them. 
 
Counselor Walczyk:  Well, I know 
 
Clerk Pinckney:  I will try to give then to you before the meeting.  Martha are you still on. I forgot to start 
recording but started it after Jeff left but going forward, I hope to live stream it to Facebook or to 



YouTube and it will be for everyone and be there for ever and ever but the minutes still have to be 
verbatim. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Patterson:  Are there other towns doing that? 
 
Clerk Pinckney: Yes, I know some are.   
 
Deputy Supervisor Patterson:  It’s a massive amount of work. 
 
Clerk Pinckney: There is a company called Rev that for $1.25 a minute will transcribe and I am going to 
look into it.   
Resolution #32-2021 to approve using REV to transcribe minutes as needed.   
Deputy Supervisor Patterson:  So, moved 
 
Supervisor Ide: Second 
 
Counselor Cunningham: Second   
 
Supervisor Ide: All in Favor. Aye, Aye, Aye, Aye, Aye.  Supervisor Ide: Opposed, so carried. 
 

       8.   Executive Session - none needed Is there a need for executive session?   

Supervisor Ide - Anyone want to make a motion to adjourn? 

       9.  Adjournment – Resolution #33-2021 to adjourn, Motion Patterson, Second Cunningham to 

adjourn at 8:15pm. 

Next Meeting will be April 8, 2021 Format TBA 

Respectfully submitted by Clerk Pinckney and Deputy Clerk Jenn Gardner 


